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a mutual dislike began between him and Burghley as soon as Essex was put into
Burghley's charge, it is necessary to publish what Essex himself wrote.
" Whilst your Lordship shows yourself a most zealous patron of myself by acts of
kindness in honourable ways, I often endeavour to prove myself a very dutiful pupil by
writing.
" I pray God to keep your Lordship safe and free from harm.   Farewell.
" Your Lordship's obedient
"R. ESSEX."
"At Caiston.   Dec: Cal. Novemb. I577-"1
In the autumn of 1578, before he had turned twelve, he began to appear in
public.8
" I have gratified your wish and the desire of my friends, most honoured Lord," he
wrote to Burghley, (as usual in Latin) : " for in the first place I had betaken myself to the
country, where I seem to be acceptable to everyone ; wherefore I owe the most unalterable
thanks to you for sending me to them to be thus welcomed. Next when I arrived at the
town of Tamworth, I approached my kinsman Ferrers, and asked him to be pleased to accede
to my request that I should be Steward to the people. At once he said that he would grant
it. Then all acknowledged me their Steward, and I went in procession accompanied by the
rest of the citizens through their town. Within the next two days they acted so that each
seemed personally to congratulate me, and all of them to be delighted [by my appoint-
ment] ,
** And now at last I have returned to the University, without any detriment to my studies,
I hope. And after being tossed by the waves I have reached my haven,— which is dear to
me as immortality,— where I hope to extract such fruits from the origins of learning that
my time may appear not ill but well spent.
"May God keep your Lordship safe and sound.  Farewell   Vt(> Cal. Octobris. 1578.
" Your Lordship's most obedient
" R. ESSEX."3
The following month he wrote again to Burghley (in Latin) :
" I, who after leaving the University some time ago told your Lordship that the plague
had broken out again, now on the point of returning thither announce that it is overcome.
I left unwillingly, but repair gladly and with a thankful heart to the abode of the Muses.
" I learnt that a certain man of good birth, Walter Harcourt;1 had been put in prison
on a wrongful charge on the part ot Mr. Ferrers. He was an ardent supporter of my
candidature for the Stewardship of Tamworth, and I therefore beseech your Lordship to
help him, both because he is an honest man and because you are kindly disposed to me.
" Finally I ask your help, most excellent friend, on behalf of Mr. Lloyd, whose father
iLansdowne 25, art. 26. f. 54. Addressed "To the right honourable and my very good [L] the L.
Burghley L. high Tresoror of England." Docketed by Burghley's secretary. "The Erie of Essex to
my L. That hee would show him self a most dutiful ward as his Lordship had showed himself a
careful guardian.'*
2 For an Elizabethan, 12 was equal to about 19 or 20 to-day; education began early; especially for
anyone of high rank.	r
J?wc^rst translated-   Not preserved with the other letters	in the B.M., but	found by Murdin at
Hatfield, and (though not a State Paper) printed by him in	"State Papers .  .	. left by . . . Lord
Burghley/' 1759, p. 317.                                                                  *	y
4Walterum Harquot.

